THE    MALAX

(I hear everything when I am sleeping); and instantly I
awoke: it was broad noon; and my children were stand-
ing, hand in hand, at my bedside; come to show me
their coloured shoes, or new frocks, or to let me see them
dressed for going out. I protest that so awful was the
transition from the odious crocodile, and the other un-
utterable monsters and abortions of my dreams, to the
sight of innocent human natures and of infancy, that, in
the mighty and sudden revulsion of mind, I wept, and
could not forbear it, as I kissed their faces.

EXERCISES
1.  Vocabulary.   Here are some of the words used by De
Quincey in his marvellous description of his vision of the East.
Observe how full they are both of sound and meaning. Use the
words in sentences of your own:
Asiatic; awful; reverential; barbarous; capricious; super-
stitious ; monumental; cruel; elaborate; Indostan;
antediluvian; mystic; sublimity; castes; immemorial;
Ganges; Euphrates; Oriental; abhorrence; sympathy;
unimaginable; imagery; mythological; tortures; tropical;
vertical; monkeys; parroquets; cockatoos; pagodas;
Brahma; Vishnu; Seeva; Isis; Osiris; mummies;
sphynxes; pyramids ; Nilotic; crocodiles; monstrous;
abomination; eternity; infinity; physical; spiritual; repe-
tition ; loathing; fascinated.
2.  Grammar. Some of the long and complicated sentences to
be analysed:
(a)  I did not immediately ... (P. 50.)
(b)  Half-hidden by ... (P. 51.)
(c)  I had given him the opium ... (P. 52.)
(d)  I know not whether others ... (P. 52.)
(e)  All this, and much more . . . (P. 53.)
3.  Precis.   As well as you can, summarize De Quincey*s
dream in three short paragraphs.
4.  Interpretation.    Take   the   paragraph   beginning,   " The
servant who opened the door."   (P. 50.)
(a)  Summarize the passage in your own words, trying to
retain the striking pictorial effect.
(b)  Give a title to the paragraph.
(c)  Make lists of words which suggest respectively (i) colour,
(ii) attitude, and (iii) the East,
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